Build a costed study-abroad case file for one real programme — Project Workbook
Capstone project for “Study Abroad from Nigeria” · Civic & Life Skills · Beginner-friendly · Skillnaija (free course, verifiable certificate)
Pass mark: 65% · Submit at www.skillnaija.org → the course → “Submit your project”
How to use this workbook
Certificates on Skillnaija are earned by passing this project, not by finishing the lessons. This workbook is the whole brief in one file so you never have to search for what is required.
· Work through every step below and write your answers under it (type here, or print and write by hand, then photograph).
· Keep evidence as you go: photos, screenshots, spreadsheets, receipts, links. Tick the evidence checklist before you submit.
· Score yourself against the rubric at the end. If you would not give yourself the pass mark, improve the weak part first — you can only resubmit after a fail, not after a pass.
· Then paste your write-up into the submission box. If you also have files or photos, put them in a public Google Drive folder and mention the link in the write-up.
Your brief — what to submit
A written case file of roughly 1,000 to 1,800 words covering: the named programme, institution and intake with a defended reason for choosing it; a dated, itemised first-year cost in destination currency and naira at a stated rate, repeated at a rate twenty per cent worse; a funding plan separating confirmed from uncertain money with the naira gap and at least two named sources; the destination country's own requirements with an official source and read-date for each, and an honest note of anything you could not confirm; a backwards-dated document timeline naming every slow item and the two most likely to be late; and a closing risk section and adviser's note with refusal grounds, money at risk by stage, a costed plan B, one admitted weakness, and written terms of engagement that promise neither a visa nor an admission.
What to do, step by step
Step 1 of 6
Choose ONE real, named programme at ONE real, named institution — for yourself, or for one real person you are advising — and state the intake you are targeting with its actual month and year. Write down why this programme and not a cheaper or nearer alternative, in three or four sentences that would survive a sceptical uncle asking the same question. If the case file is about someone else, use first names or initials only and do not include their passport number, bank details or full address anywhere in your submission.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 2 of 6
Build the total landed cost for the first year, in both the destination currency and naira, at the exchange rate on the day you write it, and state that date. Itemise at least: tuition, the visa or immigration fee, the mandatory funds you must show, flights, rent for the first three months, and a start-up allowance for the things nobody counts — a winter coat, a phone line, a deposit. Then convert the total to naira, and run it a second time at a rate twenty per cent worse so the reader can see whether the plan survives it.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 3 of 6
Write the funding plan against that total: what exists today (savings, family contribution, property, an existing sponsor), what is uncertain (a scholarship you have not won, a sponsor who has not confirmed in writing), and the gap in naira between the two. Name at least two specific funding sources you have actually looked up — a named scholarship with its deadline, a named assistantship route, a named sponsor — and say what each one realistically pays and when.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 4 of 6
State the destination country's own requirements as they stand on the day you write, citing the official page for each and the date you read it: the funds figure and how long it must be held, the immigration document the university issues, the accepted English tests, and any country-specific step such as an academic evaluation, an attestation letter or an approved medical screening. Say plainly which of these you could not confirm from an official source.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 5 of 6
Build the document timeline backwards from the application deadline, as a dated list. Include every item that has to come from somewhere slow: transcript, WAEC or NECO verification, any credential evaluation, the international passport, the English or admission test with its booking and result dates, and each reference letter with the name of who is writing it. Mark the two items most likely to be late and say what you will do if they are.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 6 of 6
State the honest risks without softening them: the refusal grounds an officer could reasonably reach for in this specific case, what happens to the money at each stage if the answer is no, and a costed plan B. Include at least one thing about this application that is genuinely weak. Then close with the adviser's note — one short page written as though you were handing this file to the family paying for it, saying what you recommend, what you are not certain about, and the terms you would work under: what your service would include, what it would exclude, and what happens to fees if the visa is refused. Nothing in this note may promise a visa or an admission.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence checklist — tick before you submit
	Evidence
	Included? (✓)
	Where is it (file / link / page)

	Step 1 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 2 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 3 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 4 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 5 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 6 — work and proof
	
	

	The final deliverable described in the brief
	
	

	Your write-up (what you did, choices, what you learned)
	
	


How it is graded — score yourself first
The examiner scores each criterion 0–100 and weights them as below. You need 65% overall to pass.
	Criterion
	Weight
	My honest score (0–100)

	The target is real and specific: a named institution, a named programme and a stated intake month and year, with a defended reason for choosing it over a cheaper or nearer alternative rather than a ranking or a brand claim
	15%
	

	The costing is complete and arithmetically sound: tuition, immigration fees, mandatory funds to be shown, flights, three months of rent and a start-up allowance, itemised in destination currency and converted to naira at a dated rate, then repeated at a rate twenty per cent worse
	20%
	

	The funding plan separates confirmed money from uncertain money, states the naira gap explicitly, and names at least two specific funding sources with what each pays and when, rather than referring to scholarships in general terms
	20%
	

	Country requirements are sourced rather than remembered: funds rule and holding period, the university's immigration document, accepted English tests and any country-specific step, each with an official page cited and the date it was read, plus an honest list of what could not be confirmed
	20%
	

	The timeline, risks and adviser's note are honest and usable: a backwards-dated document timeline flagging the two likeliest delays, specific refusal grounds for this case, money at risk stage by stage, a costed plan B, one admitted weakness, and written terms of engagement that promise neither a visa nor an admission
	25%
	


A useful habit: read each criterion and ask “where in my submission would an examiner SEE this?” If you cannot point to it, it is not there yet.
Your write-up — paste this into the submission box
Keep it under 5,000 characters. Three short parts:
1. What I did
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. The choices I made and why
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. What I learned and what I would improve next time
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Before you submit — make your link PUBLIC
Learners fail this project for one avoidable reason: the link they paste is private. The examiner and any employer who later views your certificate cannot “request access” — a link that asks for sign-in counts as no submission.
· Google Drive (file or folder): right-click the file → Share → under "General access" change "Restricted" to "Anyone with the link" → role "Viewer" → Copy link. Then open the link in a private/incognito window: if it asks you to sign in or "Request access", it is NOT public yet.
· Google Docs, Sheets or Slides: Share (top right) → "Anyone with the link" → Viewer → Copy link. Same incognito test.
· Dropbox: Share → Create link → make sure it says "Anyone with this link can view".
· OneDrive: Share → "Anyone with the link can view" → Copy link.
· Canva: Share → "Anyone with the link" → Can view → Copy link.
· GitHub: the repository must be Public (Settings → Danger zone → Change visibility). Private repos cannot be opened.
· YouTube or video: "Unlisted" is fine; "Private" is not. WhatsApp links and files sent by chat cannot be graded.
· Photos: put them in one Drive folder shared as above and paste the FOLDER link — not one photo per link.
Final test: paste your link into a private/incognito browser window. If the work opens with no sign-in, you are ready.
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