Publish Two Polished Technical Pieces: a How-To Guide and a README or API Doc — Project Workbook
Capstone project for “Technical Writing” · Data & Tech · Beginner-friendly · Skillnaija (free course, verifiable certificate)
Pass mark: 65% · Submit at www.skillnaija.org → the course → “Submit your project”
How to use this workbook
Certificates on Skillnaija are earned by passing this project, not by finishing the lessons. This workbook is the whole brief in one file so you never have to search for what is required.
· Work through every step below and write your answers under it (type here, or print and write by hand, then photograph).
· Keep evidence as you go: photos, screenshots, spreadsheets, receipts, links. Tick the evidence checklist before you submit.
· Score yourself against the rubric at the end. If you would not give yourself the pass mark, improve the weak part first — you can only resubmit after a fail, not after a pass.
· Then upload this workbook (and your evidence) to Google Drive, make the link PUBLIC using the steps at the end, and paste the link into the submission box together with your write-up.
Your brief — what to submit
Public links to two published technical pieces — one how-to guide and one README or API doc — for a real or sample tool, formatted in Markdown, each with its one-line audience statement and a short accuracy-and-edit note.
What to do, step by step
Step 1 of 6
Choose ONE real or sample tool you understand and can actually open — for example a Nigerian fintech app, a developer API like Paystack or Flutterwave, a small open-source project on GitHub, or a sample command-line tool. At the top of a planning note, write a one-line audience statement for each piece using Lesson 2 (for example: 'For a first-time shop owner with a smartphone and no coding knowledge' for the how-to, and 'For a developer integrating this tool' for the README/API doc).
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 2 of 6
Write a clear HOW-TO GUIDE for one specific task with that tool (for example 'How to set up a payment link' or 'How to export your data'). Follow the structure from Lesson 4: a one-line description of what it achieves, any prerequisites, numbered single-action steps that each start with a strong verb and tell the reader what they will SEE, and a short 'result' or 'next steps' line. Keep it in plain language and verify every step actually works by following your own draft (Lesson 6).
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 3 of 6
Write EITHER a README for a real or sample project OR a short API doc for one endpoint. A README must include: title and one-line description, what problem it solves, installation, at least one usage example, and where to get help. An API doc must clearly show one endpoint — what you send (method, path, parameters), a sample request, and the response (including at least one error) — using proper code formatting.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 4 of 6
Format BOTH pieces in Markdown, using headings (#, ##), bold for key terms, numbered or bulleted lists where appropriate, links, and backticks for any code or commands (Lesson 5). Make sure code and prose are clearly separated and nothing is a wall of unbroken text.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 5 of 6
Run an accuracy-and-clarity edit (Lessons 3 and 6): confirm names are consistent (one name per thing), cut filler and big words, prefer the active voice, run the 'scan test' on each piece, and fix anything that fails. Add a 2-3 line note describing one thing you tightened or one gap you caught by testing the tool yourself.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Step 6 of 6
Publish both pieces as PUBLIC links — for example a GitHub repo or Gist, GitHub Pages, a Notion page set to 'anyone with the link can view', or a Hashnode/Dev.to post — and submit both links (with the short audience and edit notes) in a single document or message.
Your work:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence for this step (file name, photo, link):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Evidence checklist — tick before you submit
	Evidence
	Included? (✓)
	Where is it (file / link / page)

	Step 1 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 2 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 3 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 4 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 5 — work and proof
	
	

	Step 6 — work and proof
	
	

	The final deliverable described in the brief
	
	

	Your write-up (what you did, choices, what you learned)
	
	

	Link tested in an incognito window — opens without sign-in
	
	


How it is graded — score yourself first
The examiner scores each criterion 0–100 and weights them as below. You need 65% overall to pass.
	Criterion
	Weight
	My honest score (0–100)

	Audience is clearly defined for each piece and the writing genuinely matches that reader's knowledge level and needs (Lesson 2 applied)
	20%
	

	How-to guide follows the correct structure — goal, prerequisites, numbered single-action steps with strong verbs and visible 'success' signals, and a result/next-steps line
	25%
	

	README or API doc is complete and correct for its type (README: description, problem, install, usage example, help; API doc: method/path/parameters, request, and response with an error)
	25%
	

	Both pieces use clean Markdown and plain language — consistent naming, active voice, code clearly separated from prose, scannable structure
	20%
	

	Both pieces are published as working public links, with the audience statements and a short accuracy-and-edit note included
	10%
	


A useful habit: read each criterion and ask “where in my submission would an examiner SEE this?” If you cannot point to it, it is not there yet.
Your write-up — paste this into the submission box
Keep it under 5,000 characters. Three short parts:
1. What I did
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. The choices I made and why
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. What I learned and what I would improve next time
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Before you submit — make your link PUBLIC
Learners fail this project for one avoidable reason: the link they paste is private. The examiner and any employer who later views your certificate cannot “request access” — a link that asks for sign-in counts as no submission.
· Google Drive (file or folder): right-click the file → Share → under "General access" change "Restricted" to "Anyone with the link" → role "Viewer" → Copy link. Then open the link in a private/incognito window: if it asks you to sign in or "Request access", it is NOT public yet.
· Google Docs, Sheets or Slides: Share (top right) → "Anyone with the link" → Viewer → Copy link. Same incognito test.
· Dropbox: Share → Create link → make sure it says "Anyone with this link can view".
· OneDrive: Share → "Anyone with the link can view" → Copy link.
· Canva: Share → "Anyone with the link" → Can view → Copy link.
· GitHub: the repository must be Public (Settings → Danger zone → Change visibility). Private repos cannot be opened.
· YouTube or video: "Unlisted" is fine; "Private" is not. WhatsApp links and files sent by chat cannot be graded.
· Photos: put them in one Drive folder shared as above and paste the FOLDER link — not one photo per link.
Final test: paste your link into a private/incognito browser window. If the work opens with no sign-in, you are ready.

© Skill Naija LTD · www.skillnaija.org/#/project/technical-writing · This workbook is free; the certificate is earned.
